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June 2020 
 
 
Hi,  
 
We hope this newsletter finds you well! 
 
By the grace of God we find ourselves well and our work continuing strongly! 
 
Let’s recap what’s been happening in Odisha! In late October/early November last year Ashok 
was blessed to take another team over. This was a small team, of 3 other people, which enabled 
them to travel to some very remote areas for ministry. They took a train to Chhattisgarh where 
they visited two of GSM’s supported Pastors - Pastor Tep, and Pastor Suresh. Both of these men 
are doing wonderful work in Chhattisgarh to support local people who are very remote. It was 
quite an experience for the team travelling so remote, but they handled it well and were very 
blessed by the experience. Greeted by Christians singing and dancing for the Lord, followed by 
meetings under the shade of leaves and saries tied together! Pastor Ben, from The Port Church 
was able to baptise several new believers in this area. Praise God that he continues to work in 
the lives of these people.  Please pray for Pastor Tep and Pastor Suresh and their work in these 
difficult areas.  

   

    
 
Closer to Rayagada, the team were able to visit a mountain village and have a meeting with 
believers there with one of our local pastors, Pastor Jena. The village is on the top of a 
mountain, and as always the team were greeted with an eager crowd. A number of tribal village 
pastors are also supported and were blessed to attend the meetings, and bring their believers 
too. 
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Pastor Suresh (Chhattisgarh) contacted us 2 weeks ago and requested food 
parcel relief for families within the community he works. Due to India being 
in lockdown since March 24, many of the people within our area have not 
been able to work as they are illiterate and do daily labour work – which has 
all been put on hold. GSM has started handing out food parcels to families 
who are struggling to find food in this time. Already we have given out over 
fifty, and will continue to give them out to whoever needs one. Each parcel 
costs $10 – and contains enough food for a family for a week – rice, lentils, 
potatoes and oil. If you would like to buy a food parcel, or 10!, please 
donate and we will pass it all straight on.  

 
 
 
The team also had 
the opportunity to 
open GSM’s first 
church building 

when they were in India. Another Pastor Suresh has been working in Kotapeta for numbers of 
years, and as a result of generous donations we were able to complete the roof of the church. 
Ashok and Ben were able to cut the ribbon at the Inauguration of the new church building. 
Please continue to pray for Pastor Suresh and the believers there, that they will be able to reach 
more and more people for the Lord.  

  
 
There are two hostels running currently which are going well. The team visited those hostels. 
The three tuition centres continue to be a source of hope for the three villages involved. Please 
continue to pray for the hostels and tuition centres and all of the children who access these 
programs, that they may come to know and love the Lord Jesus. While visiting the hostels, it was 
again a delight to spend time with the children and people of those villages. The team were also 
able to stay overnight in Ashok’s village – a tradition for the short term mission trips! 
 
Our Widows are also doing well and we thank you for your continued support and prayer for 
them. 
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Our Land is being developed slowly but surely! There is now a perimeter fence which is 6 foot 
high, and the first building is nearing completion. The next step is to add a second story, so we 
can have people begin to live on the land. Our vision and dreams for this land is huge. We are 

planning to begin a bible school there in around six months. It will be a 12 month training 
program to equip local people to go out into villages and reach the unreached. We are so 

excited about this bible school, it has been a dream of Ashok’s for many, many years, and we 
are so excited to be working toward reality. In the near future we will be putting out a proposal 

of what the bible school will look like, so stay tuned! We aim to begin with 10 students. To 
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enable us to take in students without discrimination we will be providing full support for these 
students. The cost per student per month will be $100. Please prayerfully consider the land and 

the future developments and how you can help us achieve our dreams. If you would like to 
support a bible college student for 12 months, or think your small group or church may like to 

support some of these students – please let us know! We will be able to provide you with a 
proposal document soon with more information! 

  
 
Further to the bible college we are excited to reveal our vision for the Community Centre on the 
Land. We are beginning to compile the proposal plans for our Community Centre. What it will 
look like for us is a large multipurpose hall which will be able to be used by many different 
people every day of the week. From mothers groups, to seniors clubs, to primary healthcare, 
information sessions, doctor/nurse visits, immunisations, Church on Sundays, to Vacation Bible 
school for children! This is our hope and dream. We are busy writing down on paper all of our 
ideas and hope to put out a proposal soon for this. For the building we will be looking at quite an 
expense, so please prayerfully consider what you may be able to give, and if you would be 
willing to approach your church to support such a fantastic community project. More to come in 
the next couple of months – so stay tuned! 
 
It is with great sadness, that we inform you that a child from one of our hostels has passed away 
aged 13. Mamita came to our girls hostel several years ago from a Hindu family. She has only a 
mother, and she was unable to take care of her. Her mother fell at the 
feet of the family and begged them to care for her child. Over the past 
few years, Mamita has gained confidence, and become a happy, 
cheerful, smiling young lady. She has learnt to sing Christian songs in 
both Oriya and Telagu (another language), dance, pray and learnt 
about Jesus. When the Covid-19 situation unfolded in India, the 
country went into lockdown, so our hostel children returned to their 
native places as instructed by the government. It was with great 
sadness we learnt that she had suffered a nasty infection there, and 
although hospital treatment was sought, she did not make it. Our 
prayers are with her mother and brother, that they may experience 
the Lord’s comfort. We also keep prayers with the other hostel girls 
who became like sisters to Mamita, may the Lord comfort them and the hostel parents too. Once 
travel is allowed again, the Hostel parents will be able to visit Mamita’s mother and offer their 
condolences, and support.  
 
It seems there are a lot of prayer requests in this newsletter! It is something we can all do, so 
we are trying to keep you busy! For Odisha as a whole please pray that the dark forces are kept 
away. Often when God begins to move, the enemy comes in and begins to attack. Just in the last 
2 weeks we read of two terrible tragedies. A young 14 year old boy was attacked and murdered 
by his own villagers due to the fact that he was a Christian. Odisha is no stranger to persecution 
against Christians, but events like this are regular occurrences. Please continue to pray the 
Lord’s safety, provision and protection for all Christians in Odisha, and India. The other tragic 
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event is the sacrifice of human life by a Hindu priest, as he believed it would rid the country of 
Covid-19. There were reports of sacrifice of a child in neighbouring areas around a month ago, as 
well. Odisha have some of the most primitive areas in the world, and tragically human sacrifice 
still occurs. Please pray that people will be protected and that the enemy will stop dominating 
the minds of such people. We think the families of those who have been lost and pray the Lords 
protection and comfort.  
 
We are excited to reveal our updated online services – we have a new Donation page! So please 
head online and check out what we’ve been doing! 
 

 Website: www.gsm.org.au 

 Donate now: https://donate.gsm.org.au – where you will find easy ways to donate for 
specific projects, relief or sponsorship 

 Facebook: @gsm.orissa 

 Instagram: @good.samaritan.ministry 
So why not log on, read about what we are doing, like our pages, follow our sites, and share with 
your friends. Together we can make a difference to the lives of those who need it the most.  
 
We thank you for your continued support, and for your generous gifts to the work we do. 
 
Regards and God bless,  
Ashok & Emily Mishal 
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There are opportunities to support the work of Good Samaritan Ministry in a variety of 

ways. Regular support of just $10 per month enables us to tutor a child, giving them the 

unequivocal gift of education, changing their future.  
 

Regular Support 
$10 per month       Sponsor a child to attend a tuition centre in a remote village or 

tribal area. This enables us to support families in raising their children 
in their usual home environment, through the gift of free tuition and 
meals for the children, as well as supporting villages to provide 
education, health care and the social support that children need to 
thrive.  

$20 per month Sponsors a widow. Money is given to the widow to assist with living 

expenses. Widows are often left struggling when their husbands die, 
as well as having to shoulder the burden of caring for their children and 
families and working to provide necessities for their families.  

$30 per month Sponsors a child in a hostel. Allows a child from a very poor, or 

orphaned family, to live in a home environment and receive food, 
education and nurturing to enable them to achieve what they would 
usually not be able to dream of achieving.  

$50 per month Sponsors a pastor in a remote area. The pastor is financially 

supported to enable the pastor and his family to assist others with their 
needs. Usually in a remote or marginalised community, the Pastor is 
able to support, encourage and witness to the local people and can 
identify and support individuals and families who may be of need of 
further assistance.  

Irregular Support 
Donate Give a donation! This donation can be for a specific area or can be a 

general donation to support the work of GSM. Give a $10 food parcel 
to a family struggling  

Fundraising Fundraising events are a great way to raise money for a particular 

project. We have regular curry nights with delicious Indian cuisine, to 
raise money for projects. We enjoy quiz nights and other events to 
raise money for particular causes, such as the tuition centre.  

Gift Cards Purchase a card for family or friends at Christmas time, knowing 

that you have given a life changing gift to a family in India.  

Ask us or check the website for details of how to sponsor or make a donation. 

Thank you for your generosity.  
 

 
GSM is a non for profit charitable organisation based in South Australia, giving funds to Odisha, India. GSM is a  

non-political, inter-denominational charity, also known as Good Samaritan Charitable Trust registered in India. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 


