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October 2020 
 

 
Hi,  
 
We hope this newsletter finds you well! 
 
By the grace of God we find ourselves well and our work continuing despite the situation 
going on in the world at the moment! 
 
COVID UPDATE 
 
Covid-19 has definitely thrown a spanner in the works in India, with cases growing out of 
control. At the time of this newsletter case numbers are nearing 7 million in India, and 
deaths are over 105,000. Given the limited access to hospitals and medical treatment, 
India seems to be faring quite well in comparison to other countries. Please continue to 
uphold them in your prayers that this will begin to come to an end soon. The impact this 
has had is quite drastic. All over India people have returned to their native places – what 
this means is that families are burdened with little work. Quite often in places like 
Odisha, where work is limited, one or two family members will go interstate to work, 
earn money and send it home. You can imagine the impact this has on rural areas 
already struggling, and now with people returned home.  
 
HOSTEL UPDATE 
 
Our response to Covid-19 in India has been to close the hostels. This was required by the 
government back in March, when they were trying to avoid cases/outbreak. As the 
situation has continued to unfold we have been unable to reopen them thus far, and it 
will look like it will be this way well into next year too. This has given us opportunity to 
consider what our programs look like and ways that we could change them to better suit 
communities. One of the options we are considering is to keep the hostels closed and go 
into the villages the children are from to develop community programs to support those 
villages to better look after themselves. This has been an idea we have had for a while. 
Some areas it may be still more beneficial to have a hostel, whilst others are more 
suitable to have the community developed. Planning is still underway, but we will keep 
you updated with where we head once restrictions are eased. 
 
FOOD PARCELS 
 
We also launched Food Parcels in a response to one of our pastors contacting us, telling 
us of the need amongst his congregation and wider community. As outlined before, 
families have been facing immense financial pressure and struggling to provide the 
necessities. Costing just $10 our food parcel is able to provide a family with enough 
staples to feed a family for a week. In the pack is rice, lentils, oil, potatoes and onions. 
THANK YOU! To all who have donated, we have been able to give out over 150 parcels so 
far. If you would like to give a food parcel, please let us know, send an email, or head to 
our website, or our new donate page where you can do it all online! 

 
LAND UPDATE 
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Our Land is being developed slowly but surely! There is now a perimeter fence which is 6 
foot high, and there is a gate that can be closed and secured. The first building is 
basically completed. The next step is to add a second story, so we can have people 
begin to live on the land. We have been able to connect electricity to the land.  Our 
vision and dreams for this land is huge. We would love to have a community hub here so 
that people can come and receive services, assistance, training, and experience a sense 
of community, and we can give them what they need, and tell them about Jesus.  
 
BIBLE COLLEGE PROPOSAL 
 
We are planning to begin a bible college on the land in the building, in the first half of 
2021. The bible College program will be a 12 month training program to equip local 
people to go out into villages and reach the unreached. We are so excited about this 
bible school, it has been a dream of Ashok’s for many, many years, and we are so 
excited to be working toward reality. In the near future we will be putting out a 
proposal of what the bible school will look like, so stay tuned! We aim to begin with 10 
students. To enable us to take in students without discrimination we will be providing 
full support for these students. The cost per student per month will be $100. Please 
prayerfully consider the land and the future developments and how you can help us 
achieve our dreams. If you would like to support a bible college student for 12 months, 
or think your small group or church may like to support some of these students – please 
let us know! We have proposal documents online for you to download and view, and hard 
copies available if you would like one.  
 

  
 
COMMUNITY CENTRE PLANNING 
 
Further to the bible college we are excited to reveal our vision for the Community 
Centre on the Land. We are beginning to compile the proposal plans for our Community 
Centre. What it will look like for us is a large multipurpose hall which will be able to be 
used by many different people every day of the week. From mothers groups, to seniors 
clubs, to primary healthcare, information sessions, doctor/nurse visits, immunisations, 
Church on Sundays, to Vacation Bible school for children! This is our hope and dream. 
We are busy writing down on paper all of our ideas and hope to put out a proposal soon 
for this. For the building we will be looking at quite an expense, so please prayerfully 
consider what you may be able to give, and if you would be willing to approach your 
church to support such a fantastic community project. More to come in the next couple 
of months – so stay tuned! 
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CHRISTMAS 2020 
 
Once again we find ourselves nearing the festive season. This year we have revamped 
our Christmas gift cards, with new options available and ordering available online 
through our Donation website page donate.gsm.org.au. As always, you will be able to 
contact us directly to purchase, but this makes ordering easier for those who like to do 
things online!  
 
Christmas gift cards are a way for you to give a gift to someone here that makes an 
impact to someone who needs it the most. We are so blessed to have plenty, but we 
mustn’t forget that all around the world are people much less fortunate. Giving the gift 
of a sari, a food parcel or sponsoring a bible college student makes a lasting impact on 
those living in poverty. We will give you a Christmas card with a picture of the gift 
you’ve purchased, with a short description of the gift that you can then give to someone 
here in lieu of giving them a Christmas gift. We also have blank general donation cards 
available, if you’d like to make a donation to a general area, you can receive a card 
which you can give to someone, and this could be used for Birthdays or other occasions.  
 
Options this year include: 

$6 - Sari 

Gives a disadvantaged widow or woman a new sari 

$6 - Tree 

Aiding re-forestation and improving environments in remote villages 

$10 - Blanket 

Provides warmth for a family 

$10 - Tuition 

Provides a month of tuition to a disadvantaged child 

$10 - Food Parcel 

Provides a week worth of meals to a family 

$20 - Community Development 

Aiding remote communities to better look after themselves 

$50 - Goat 

Gives a rural family farming and breeding opportunities 

$50 - Land Development 

Goes toward the development of GSM land and Community Hub 

$100 - Bible College 

Supports a rural pastor to receive Bible College training 

$150 - Sewing Machine 

Provides training and machine to a disadvantaged woman 

 
 
Full card availability will be early November, but orders can be placed prior to this, and 
as we get stock we will send them out. See our Christmas Gift Card flyer, or head to 
donate.gsm.org.au to see the full range.  
 
Pastor Update 
 
Our pastors are continuing to serve in their communities to the best of their ability. We 
have been able to give out food parcels through our pastors and this has been received 
as a great blessing to their congregations and communities. Please continue to uphold 
them and their families in your prayers.  
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Widow update 
 
Our widows are doing well and continuing to be grateful for the ongoing support they 
receive. Because of restrictions with travel between villages it has been difficult to 
contact some of our widows regularly; we continue to get them support. We take this 
opportunity to inform you that one of our supported widows Sugri Hial has passed away 
peacefully. Sugri was a strong woman, who was widowed over 30 years ago, and lived on 
very little her whole life. Ashok last caught up with her in November last year. GSM has 
been sponsoring her since May 2011, and she has been so blessed to receive our support. 
May she be living in plenty with our Lord. Rest in Peace Sugri.  

      
 
Tuition Centres 
 
Tuition centres were on hold for a number of months, but now that schools are starting 
up again, we are starting them up again. Tuition centres have been making huge impact 
in the villages that they are running in. Please continue to pray for the children and the 
centres that they will continue to make lasting impacts in these children’s lives. And 
continue to pray that we can find suitable areas to start more up in the future. 
 
For more information check out our website and other social media avenues. 
 

 Website: www.gsm.org.au 

 Donate now: https://donate.gsm.org.au – where you will find easy ways to donate 
for specific projects, relief or sponsorship 

 Facebook: @gsm.orissa 

 Instagram: @good.samaritan.ministry 
So why not log on, read about what we are doing, like our pages, follow our sites, and 
share with your friends. Together we can make a difference to the lives of those who 
need it the most.  
 
We thank you for your continued support, and for your generous gifts to the work we do. 
 
Regards and God bless,  
Ashok & Emily Mishal 
 

GSM is a non for profit charitable organisation based in South Australia, giving funds to Odisha, India. GSM is a  
non-political, inter-denominational charity, also known as Good Samaritan Charitable Trust registered in India. 
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